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Added up:

Vacant Lots
represent
millions of
square feet...

... an area
the size of
Center City
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Philadelphia LANDvisions.

www.landvisions.org

To engage citizens in aspirational thinking about
their city’s future;

To educate drawing from varying perspectives-
ecological, historical, sociological, and economic;

To inspire new ways of thinking and doing (with
potential of actualizing).


http://www.landvisions.org/

OUR VOICES: OUR VISIONS

URBAN VOIDS: grounds for change

URBAN VOIDS: Urban Visions

Seek out ideas that draw upon Philadelphia’s environmental
infrastructure — the natural assets of land and water, to reconnect
and regenerate the fabric of the city and enhance its future.



Making Connections:

Philadelphia’s Natural Landscape and Urban Form
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Our Voices: our visions
(...outside the meeting rooms)

Schools and Educators (low Tech)
Web Outreach(higher Tech)
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Vare Middle School







Land Visions
youth engagement through photography



Our Voices: our visions

Three community engagement sessions
(high and low tech: PlaceMatters)

& Town Meeting
3 Philadelphia’s River Corridors

% Philadelphia’s Neighborhoods


















Philadelphia LANDvisions Thematic Connections:

Living with Water

Rebuilding Neighborhood Fabric

Integrate Community and Natural Resources

Commerce that Integrates Natural Resources and Land
Green Building-Built Form and its connections to Ecology
Art Culture and Spiritual Connections

Integrate Land and Recreation: Healthy Lifestyles
Educational Bridges

Create Transportation Connections
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Land Visions
community visioning sessions
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URBAN VOIDS: grounds for change

...to design a comprehensive view of
Philadelphia, forging new relationships between
ecology and the built environment.

...t0 seek ideas that draw upon Philadelphia’s
natural assets of land and water, to reconnect
and regenerate the fabric of the city, both
enhancing and securing its future.

www.landvisions.org






philaworks

ecological reconfiguration

reactivation

vacant lot conversion
temporary uses
row houses refurbishment
row houses infill
abandoned building strategy
project row houses
philadelphia green
the reinvesiment fund
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THE PHILADELPHIA LANDBANK
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FARMADELPHIA TRANSFORMS VAGANT LOTS
INTO FRUITFUL FARMLAND. PARCELS ARE
CLASSIFIED INTO LEVELS OF READINESS AND
UNDERGO PHASED REMEDIATION.  INCOME
GENERATING NURSERIES HELP ESTABLISH THE
FARM, ENABLING AN EXPANSION OF ARABLE
LAND TO INGLUDE CROP FARMING. WITHIN A
DECADE, A FERTILE PATCHWORRK OF FARMS
WILL YIELD FRESH PRODUCE AND INCOME FOR
THOSE MOST IN NEED.

GREENHOUSE ROOF

. COAY EXISTIG STUOCO WITH 2 COATS EXTERIOR GAADE WhATE
PANT

GREENHOUSE PLANTING BED

K. 4° LAYER OF FINE SAND OVER I LAYER OF

CRAN CREATE

L NEW CONGIETE SAB PITCHED TOWARDS
INTERUITTENT OPENNGS N EXISTING MASONKY WALL 10 ALLOW

< . CRANAGE
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IG PREVIOUSLY UNEXPLORED LANDSCAPE
IDSCAPE ARCHITECTS OFTEN TURN TO HISTORICAL
ESIGN INSPIRATION.” THIS PROPOSAL QUESTIONS
PHIA'S URBAN VOIDS SHOULD BE STOCKED WITH SITE
\DATIONS OF THEIR DESIGN OR SHOULD THE CITY MOVE
IG THE PRODUCTIVE POTENTIAL LYING DORMANT IN
JIDS IN PHILADELPHIA CAN SHOWCASE LANDSCAPE AS
)F PRODUCT. INSTEAD OF A COMPREHENSIVE

N, INDIVIDUAL SITES COULD PROVIDE A FLEXIBLE

NG OF CHANGE, RESTORING TEXTURE AND DENSITY TO
NNER THAT WILL BE SUFFICIENTLY FLEXIBLE TO BE

O FUTURE DEVELOPMENT. PERHAPS THE URBAN VOIDS
OW A LOST LEGIBILITY.THIS PROPOSAL CONTENDS, AS
'PERFUNCTORY DEVELOPMENT SOLUTIONS, THAT
DISCOVER A NEW “VEGIBILITY”BY WHICH COMMUNITIES
THROUGH THE IMPLEMENTATION OF URBAN

“TICS. THIS “TRANSITORY LANDSCAPE"WILL

OGRAM VOIDS, AND HELP STABILIZE THE MUNICIPAL
PULATION, WHILE ADAPTING TO THE IMMINENT FUTURE
rY.

S URBAN REFORESTATION WILL ACCOMPLISH SEVERAL
G THE VOIDS WILL GENERATE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND
:NEFITS, SUCH AS CLEANER AIR AND WATER,

CTION, AND CARBON SEQUESTRATION.THE URBAN
NDERSTOOD AS VITAL INFRASTRUCTURE, NECESSARY FOR
JNCTION OF THE CITY.

AL IN PHILADELPHIA FOR REALIZING LARGE-SCALE

5 IMPROBABLE DUE TO DIFFICULT FINANCIAL

ROPOSAL AIMS TO PROVIDE RESIDENTS THE

DAPT FEATURES OF THE PROGRAMMED VOIDS TO BEST
EFORESTATION CAN BE DIVIDED INTO LONG-TERM AND
=S IN WHICH SHORT-TERM PROJECTS COULD INCLUDE
DING MATERIAL PRODUCTION, WHILE A LONG-TERM

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FOREST PRESERVES

CITY.

ATION PROPOSAL IDENTIFIES AREAS OF PHILADELPHIA
ENSE URBAN VOIDS TO BE THE MOST LIKELY CATALYSTS
RENT FORMS OF URBAN VOIDS ARE IDENTIFIED AS

N COMBINATION, ENCOMPASS EVERY VOID TYPE IN THE
YPES CAN BE PROGRAMMED WITH CREATIVE AND
ESTATION TACTICS DEPENDING ON IMMEDIATE AND

A NEIGHBORHOOD INITIATIVE

DEMOLITION PENDING

DEMOLISHED PROPERTY
T N e e 2
(6] 15 20 25 30 35 4l
1. TIOGA
2. HUNTING PARK
3. JUNIATA PARK
4, FRANKFORD
5. ALLEGHENY WEST
6. FAIRHILL - L
7. HARROWGATE
8. RICHMOND
'y 9. STRAWBERRY MANSION L]
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. 'fi \ iR ~ / 2 = - 12. HARTRANFT o - _=
= Pl . 7§ i ] 13, WEST KENSINGTON - -
. o\ la ¥ N - 14. KENSTINGTON -
A o o 15, FIBHTOWN -
J A Y ; el 16, POPLAR =
e e - S ~ 17. BELMONT -
5 . 3 18. MILL CREEK -
B | y " < 19, HADDINGTON
20. coBBS EK
S 21. KINGSESSING
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24. WHARTON W Y
A 21 € IR 25, PENNSPORT E
BUILDING MATERIAL PRODUCTION B
HARDWOOD PRODUCTION C ——— T THE IDENTIFIED PILOT AREA 16 A SAMPLING OF THE 25 PHILADELPHIA NEIGHBORHOODS WITH
SOFTWOOD PRODUCTION — — THE MOST INTENSE VACANCIES, VAGANCY, IN THIS CONTEXT, REFERS TO VACANT LAND AND
BIOFUEL PRODUCTION - - - ) - VAGANT BUILDINGS. THIS AREA, NEARILY 1/3 OF THE CITY'S LAND MASS, 1§ THE MOST
RAPID RENEWABLE BUILDING MATERIALS - - e - — - APPROPRIATE REFORESTATION PILOIT DUE TO T8 VACANGY DENSITY AND ITS GEOGRAPHIC
MUNICIPAL TREE NURSERY PRODUCTION CENTRALITY, THIS AREA HAS THE MOST POTENTIAL T ARD OVER TIME AN
eI D REET e W WE T m M R m R m wm = AFFECT THE ENTIRE GITY. BRINGING THESE VACANCIES BACK TO LIFE WILL ALLOW THE CITY
4" CALIBER STREET TREI ] = o E ] E - 3 , : :
6" CALIBER STREET TRE - - B = == RIDERCHER ANRVVEHBLITY A0 AN ERAAN S0P M
RETAIL NURSERY TREE SALES B |
PHYTOREMEDIATION e . - VACANT BUILDING
FOREST PRESERVE =
4 CHRISTMAS TR - om om om m - .
6' CHRISTMAS TRE| . - oam
B8' CHRISTMAS TREES . .
ACER VARITES THE GOAL OF THE URBAN FOREST PRESEFVE S SVPLY T0 ACER RUBRUM HARDNDOD
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CERCVARITE
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TREESBAN BE PLANTED TO
PHYTOREMEDIATE TOXIC AREAS,

NLATER BESOLD AS
NURSERY.STOCK, ENHANCING
1/ 4THE LOCAL ECONOMY AND
ENVIRONMENT.
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RESTORE THE URBAN FOREST CANOPY T0 A FEASONAR (e
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http://www.cityparksphila.org/
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small enough for a neighborhood, big enoug Ifference.

www.dfcactivatingland.org



http://www.gfcactivatingland.org/

GROUNDS

ACTIVATING VACANT LAND
A PROJECT OF COMMUNITY PROGRESS
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Biodelphia »
Integrating biotechnology and the urban fabric.
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Working with vacant lots can be a complicated process, so we've created a searchable, sortable list
of Resources to help guide you. This section includes organizations, web links, print resources, and

original articles discussing vacancy-related issues in an accessible, practical way.

Action Blog Web Resources

SIGN UP LOGIN

Search

Add your own ideas for transforming
vacant land!

RECENTLY SHARED

e | ~—

Addan hy
Added by

An eye-catching art installation-turned-
community garden.

Grounds for Change, a project of the




CPA

City Parks Association

www.cityparksphila.orq www.landvisions.orq



http://www.cityparksphila.org/
http://www.landvisions.org/

