
GREENING NEIGHBORHOOD PLANS: ROCHESTER, NY



INTRODUCTION TO ROCHESTER’S CHALLENGES:INTRODUCTION TO ROCHESTER S CHALLENGES:
• Population Decline
• Increased Poverty• Increased Poverty
• Vacancy and Abandonment



Decades of population 
loss has impacted the 
city at the 
neighborhood level



some have remained strong…



…others have faced  significant challenges



vacancy  rates vary 
significantly from 
neighborhood to 
neighborhood…



ROCHESTER CITY-WIDE HOUSING STRATEGY

VACANCY CODE VIOLATIONS HOMEOWNERSHIP INCOME SALES PRICE BUILDING PERMITS PROPERTY CRIME VIOLENT CRIME

DATA + OBSERVATION = DATA OBSERVATION
NEIGHBORHOOD CLASSIFICATIONS      

EXCEPTIONAL
STABLESTABLE

TRANSITIONAL HIGH
TRANSITIONAL LOW

DEPRECIATED
DISTRESSED



ROCHESTER CITY-WIDE HOUSING MARKET STRATEGY IMPLEMENTATION:
• Housing Market Study (2007)
• Housing Policy (2008)
• Focused Investment Strategy (2009)
• Project Green (2010)Project Green (2010)
• JOSANA Master Plan (2011)
• Five Year Strategic Demolition Plan (2012)• Five Year Strategic Demolition Plan (2012)
• Land Bank (2013)





* 100









... and demolitions are ongoing





The population is somewhat TRANSIENTThe population is somewhat TRANSIENT





share your vision of JOSANA 2030





FOCUS ON YOUTH AS 

FUTURE OF THE THE FUTURE OF THE 
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



Develop an Aging-Out Program for the Charles House Teen Club

Help Run a Teen Lounge with Music, Games, Movies, a Library, Computers



SLOW THE STREETS DOWN

Improve Jay Street as a Green Collector 

Make Broad Street feel More Narrow
Brighter Crosswalks, Shared Bike Lanes, Street Murals to Populate Underutilized Parking Lanes  

Improve Jay Street as a Green Collector 
and Encourage Safe Use by Pedestrians and Cyclists…
Bike Lanes, Infiltration Strips



GET ROOTED IN THE CITY’S GREENING STRATEGY: HELP DEFINE “GREENING”



DEVELOP CRITERIA FOR GREENING



Plant vacant lots with “hyper accumulators”
Raise Awareness about Contaminated Soil and Phytoremediation Process



AS ROCHESTER’S FRUIT & NUT NEIGHBORHOOD, EAT TO LIVE
Partner with FoodLink and Fresh Food Advocates 

to Bring Healthy Eating to JOSANA

Pioneer a Farm to School program at School 17



Expand the Concept of Urban Farming beyond 
Fruits and Vegetables

GROW A CULTURE OF GARDENINGGROW A CULTURE OF GARDENING
Improve and Expand the Garden at Campbell 
& Orchard



BE STRATEGIC ABOUT COMMERCIAL INVESTMENT

Cluster Commercial Activity on Lyell and Broad to Support the Stadium

Strengthen the Lyell Avenue Business Associations

Continue Jay Street’s Conversion to a Residential Street
Housing with Community-Based Uses: Day Care, Barber Training Shop, 
Alternative Location for Dance Studio



LIMIT NEW DEVELOPMENT



Build Density and a 
Mix of Uses along 

Broad Street to 
Support the Stadium  

CONSIDER DENSER HOUSING IN STRATEGIC LOCATIONS





Thanks!


