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A Tale of Two Approaches

Rochester’s Josana Pittsburgh’s Lamier Vision Plan

Neighborhood Master Plan and SPARKS Collaborative
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Vacant Property Research lmtlatlve
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Communities of all types — urban, suburban, and rural — confront the challenges posed by vacant, abandoned, and
distressed properties. Propelled by the recent economic recession and foreclosure crisis, trends indicate the adverse
economic, fiscal,and social impacts from vacant properties will be with us for years to come. National organizations,
such as the Center for Community Progress, are raising the profile of vacant properties policies and programs among
policyrnakers and practitioners, while pioneering local inftiatives, such as Reimagining a More Sustainable Cleveland, are
breaking new ground as they experiment with innovative approaches for reclaiming and reusing vacant land.

Experts and practitioners agree that communities should tackle the challenges of vacant properties from a more
systemic and colaborative way by engaging diverse partners from across the public, the private, and the nonprofit
sectors. The VPRI's activities support the work of researchers, policymakers, and practitioners in building consensus
around a menu of place-based policies, plans, and programs that can effectively prevent, abate, and recaim vacant
properties at different scales and for different communities.

The Initiative’s goals include:

1. Develop a policy research framework for vacant properties, dties in transition, and the regeneration of older
industrial shrinking cities;

2. Promote applied policy and planning research of vacant properties and urban regeneration within academic and
policy circles;

3. Facilitate the translation of research and field work into policy and program reforms at the federal, state, and local
levels;

4. Connect local practitioners and policymakers with researchers and researchers with practitioners and policymakers;
5. Disseminate the latest research on recliming vacant and abandoned properties and urban regeneration.
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INVENTORY

The Research Inventory provides a
comprehensive bibliography of articles and
reports on topics relevant to regenerating
distressed cities, reclaiming vacant properties,
and revitalizing neighborhoods. Users can
navigate using the categories below or by
choosing from the tags below. We invite
users to help build the inventory. Contact us
for more information.
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Information & Data
Neighborhood Revitilization
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Network Resources
www.vacantpropertyresearch.com

Vacant Property Case Study Series
*Cleveland & Cuyahoga County—July 2012

*Baltimore—August 2012

*Philadelphia—September 2012
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On-Line Compendium of Practitioners Interviews
Compelling stories and lessons learned

from the frontlines of reclaiming

vacant properties and revitalizing

neighborhoods.

Local and National Perspectives—Youngstown, Flint,
Cleveland, Dayton, Buffalo, Phoenix, USA EPA, NRDC
Ford Foundation, Sustainable Communities Network, and
University and Policy Researchers and Scholars
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GroundWork Trust USA
Case Study Project

e Partnership with
Community Progress
with support from the
Ford Foundation

* Examining the
Groundwork Trust
Model

* New, Green Chapter in
Community
Development Field
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CHANGING PLACES
CHANGING LIVES

._é\ Groundwork USA

www.Groundworkusa.org



Transformative Power of
Sustainable Community Development

NGO leadership
City partnerships

Community
empowerment

Menu of urban green
strategies and pilot
projects

Intersection of
environmental policy
and community
development




WHAT IS URBAN GREENING?

A new approach to the strategic design, planning,
management, protection, and development of green spaces
that offer significant social, economic, cultural, and
environmental benefits.

NTAL

[SUSTAINABILITY

v

CULTURAL

SOCIAL
ECONOMIC

ENVIRONME

[ I " il

PHYSICAL NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT ENVIRONMENT

: | PROTECTION AND ‘
RETROFITOF RE([))E\\//EAL(%I:\:\?E&NT ENHANCEMENT CONSERVATION OF
ACTIVE UNDERUTILIZED OFURBAN GREEN GREENDFIELDS
INFRASTRUCTURE ¢ SPACE N
. “ INFRASTRUCTURE -

| 'I

URBAN
S ELR e J i i Integrates nature and the built environment
through green, equitable community development .



Today’s Discussion

Why focus on urban greening?

What challenges did they encounter and how did
they overcome them?

Opportunities—how did they recognize them and
capitalize on them?

Kernels of Wisdom—lessons for other
communities that may be starting their urban
greening journeys.

Crystal Ball—what is on their horizons?



